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& when he had heard this report,
oting hlg calm, Binan arose from
coshion and stepped forward two
There he halted, with fury in
iittering eyes, looklng like a man
hed {n & black bell. For a mement
sked his beard, and the brethren

that on the first finger of his
hand wae a ring so lke to that
1 hung about the neck of Godwin
poneé conld have told them apart.
fan,” Sinan sald in a low volce,
at have you done? You have left
emir Hassan go, who 18 the most
iod friend and general of the sul-
of Damascus, By now he is there
ar it, and within six days we shall
the army of Balab-ed-din riding
g the plaln. What have you to

ord,” answered the tall fedat, and
hand trembled as he spoke, 3‘%"
bty lord, I had no orders as to the
ng of the crew from your lips, and
Frank Lozelle told me that he had
with you that they should be
oI N
en, slave, he lled, He agreed with
through that dead spy that they
10 be slain, and do you not know
If I glve no orders in such a -case
an death, not life? But what
fnce Fasgan? "
ord, T haye nothing to say. I think
must have bribed the spy named
las” —and he pointdd to the
go—"to cut his bonds and after-
] killed the man for vengeance'
 for by the body we found a heavy
p of gold." y
ot the soldlers be brought,” sald
n, “and tell thelr stor‘s" ‘
were brought a stood by
captain, but thqan
They swore thaf®
on guard nor heatrd
p morning came the prince was
Agaln the lord of death stroked
plack beard. Then he held up the
pt before the eyes of the three men,
g:
ou see the token, Go.”
ord,” sald the fedal, “I have serv-
pu well for many years.”
our service 1s ended, Go!" was the
answer,
o fedal bowed his head in salute,
for a moment as though lost in
ht, then, turning suddenly, walk-
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d to the edge of the abyss and
leaped.

ia steady step to the edge of the
ind leaped, For an instant the
it shone on his white and flutter-
O, then from the depths of that
ome place floatéd up the sound of
vy fall, and all was stiil.
Uow your captain to paradise,”
to the two soldlers. Bo the
en went, the first with a steady
id the second, who was not 8o
feeling over the edge of the prec-
4 one might who is drunken.
I finished,” said the dats, clap-
their hands gently. “Dread lord,
Uk thee for thy justice.”
Rosamund turned sick and faint,
I the brethren paled. This man
ble indeed--if he were a man
ol a dcvu-_.“'

 How

road

p story to
g?l:% not
gound, yet
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< ils eyes glittered with a new and horrl-
ble light-—“that he should desire to see
such lovellness at his court, although
the Frank Lozelle swore through yon-
der dead spy that you gre preclous In

g _eyey becanse of some vision that
 bils comg to him, Well, this heretio sul-
| tan Is my @nemy whom Satan protects,

for éven my fedals have falled to kil
" him, and perhaps there will be war on
account of you. But, slhce this castle
is impregnable, here you may dwell at
peace, nor shall any desire be denied
you, Speak, and your wishes are ful-
filled,”

“I desire,” sald Rosamund In a low,
steady wvolee, “protection against Sie
Hugh Lozelle and all men,”

“It 18 yours. The lord of the moun-
tain covers you with his own mantle”

“I desire,” she went on, “that my
brothers here may lodge with me, that
I may not feel alone among strange
people.” :

He thought awhile and answered:

‘“Your brethren shall lodge near you
In the guest castlee. Why not, since
from them you cannot need protection?
They shall meet you at the feast and
In the garden. But she whom they
wished to rescue from HSalah-ed-din
these tall brethren of yours might Wwish
to rescue from Al-je-bal. Understand,
then, all of you, that from the lord of
death there is but one escape, Yonder
runs its path,” And he polnted to the
dlzsy place whence his three servants
had leaped to thelr doom,

LKnights,” he went on, addressing
Godwin and Wulf, “lead your sister
‘Bence. This eveniug I bid ber and
'you to my banquet. TIlIl then fare-
well. Woman,” he added to Masouda,
! “accompany them.  You know your
[duties, 'This lady 1s In your charge.
Suffer that no strange man comes near
her, above all the Frank Lozelle, Dals,
take notice and let it be proclalmed:
To these three is given the protection

'

1

(they must not leave my walls except
| under sanction of the slgnet—nay, In
Its very presence.”

| The dals rose, bowed and seated
themselves agaln. Then, gulded by
Masouda and preceded and followed
| by guards, the brethren and Rosa-
~mund walked down the terrace through
the curtains Into the chancel-llke place
| where men crouched upon the ground,
ﬂmm‘l the great hall where more men
Med upon the ground, through the
anteghamber where at a word from
" Masouda the guards saluted, through
passages to that place where they had
slept. Here Masouda halted and said:
| “Lady Rose of the World, who are
fitly 8o named, I go to prepare your
: chamber. Doubtless you will wish to
speak awhile with these your—broth-
| ers, Speak on and fear not, for it
. shall be my care that you are left
"alone, If only for a little while. Yet
walls have ears, so I counsel you use
that English tongue which none of us
understand.”

| Then she bowed and went,

|
CHAPTER XIII.
HE brethren and Rosamund
| I looked at each other; then,
| moving to the center of the
chamber, where they thought
that none would hear them, they began
to speak in low voices and in Engllsh,
I “Tell you your tale first, R:samund,”
sald Godwin,
| She told it as shortly as she could,
| Then Godwin spoke and told her
‘Mu. ‘Rosamund heard it and asked
a question almost in a whisper:
: does that beautiful dark eyed
woman befriend you?” §
“I do not know,” answered Godwin,

|

Rosamund looked at him and smiled

Then

“Blessings be on that llon and all its
tribe! I pray that she may not soon
forget the deed, for it seems that our
' lives hang upon her favor, Oh, that
| we could escape this place!”

“An eel in an osler trap has more
chance of freedom,” sald Wulf gloom-
ily. “Let us at least be thankful that
we are caged together—for how long, 1
wonder?" |

A he spoke Masouda appeared, at-
tended by waiting women, and, bowing
to-Rosamund, sald:

“It is the will of the master, lady,
that I lead you to the chambers that
have been made ready for you, there to
rest until the hour of the feast. Fear
not; you shall meet your brethren then,
You knights have leave, if it so pleases
you, to exercise your horses in the gar-
| dens,” ¢

“8he means that we must'go,” mut-
| tered Godwin, adding aloud, “Farewell,
gister, until tonight.”

So they parted, unwillingly

iooking

When they were in the saddle this

]

| man, motloning to them to follow him,

by an archway out of the court-
yard Into the gardens. Hence' ran a
broad road strewn with sand, along
which they began to gallop. This road
followed the gulf which encircled the
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er town of Masyaf. On
citadel and {on
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{ not untll they had wunsaddled Pame
and Smoke In thelr stalls that these
| appeared, spurring thelr foaming horses.
| Taking no heed of them, the brethren ‘
| thrust aside the grooms, dressed thelr |
| steeds down, £6d and watered them, |
|.Abcmt the hour. of sunset the women
servants came and led them to the
bath, where the black slaves washed
and perfumed them, clothing them in
fresh robes above thelr armor,
When they came out the sun was
down, and the women, benrlm‘ torches
{ In their hands, conducted them to a
| great and gorgeous hall, which they had
not seen before, bullt of fretted stotie
and having a carved and palnted roof. |
On the floor of this hall, each seated |
upon hid cushion ‘beside low tables In- |
lald with pearl, sat the guests, a hun- j
| dred or more, all dressed In white robes |
|on which the red dagger was blazoned, |
and all as sllent as though they were |
asleep, |
When the brethren reached the place
| the women left them, and servants
| with gold chalns round their necks es-
corted them to a dais In the middle of |
| the hall, where were many cushions, as |
| yet unoccupled, arranged In a semi- |
| elrele, of which the center was a divan ‘
| higher and more gorgeous than the rést,
Here places were polnted out to them
| opposite the divan, and they took thelr
‘mnd by them. They had not long to
wait, for presently there was a sound
'of muslc and, heralded by troops of
singing women, the lord Sinan, elad
| now in his blood red festal robe, ap-
‘ proached,
Around him marched four slaves,
ack as ebony, each of whom held a
|ﬂnmlng torch on high, while behind
| followed the two glgantle guards who |
| had stood sentry over him when hie sat |
under the canopy of justice, As he
advanced down the hall every man In
It rose and prostrated himself and 80 |

' bl

of of the signet In all things suve that | remained until’ his lord was seated,

save only the two brethren, Settling
himself among the cushions at oné end
of the divan, he waved his hand,
whereon the feasters, and with them
Qodwin and Wulf, sat themselves
down,

Now there was a pause, while Sinan
glanced along the hall impatiently.
Boon the brethren saw why, since at
the end opposite to that by which he
bad entered appeared more singing
women, and after them, also escorted
by four black torchbearers—only these
were women—walked Rosamund and
behind her Masouda.

Rosamund it was without doubt, but |
Rosamund transformed, for now she
seemed an eastern queen, Round her |
head was a coronet of gems from |
which hung a vell, but not so as to hide 1
her face. Jeweled, too, were her heavy |
plaits of halr; jeweled the rose silk |
garments that she wore, the girdle at
her walst, her naked, ivory arms and |
even the slippers on her feet. |

On came Rosamund, and now, be- |
hold, the lord Al-je-bal rose and, glv- |
ing her his hand, seated her by him on l
the divan. ,

“Show no surprise, Wulf,” muttered
Godwin, who had caught a warnlng
look In the eyes of Masouda as she
took up her position behind Rosamund,

Now the feast began, Slaves, running
to and fro, set dish after dish filled
with strange and savory meats upon
the little inlald tables, those that were |
gerved to Sinan and his guests fash- |
foned all of them of silver or of gold.

Godwinand Wulf ate, though not for
hunger's sake, but of what they ate |
they remembered nothing who were
watching Sloan and straining their
ears to catch all he sald without seem-
‘to take note or listen, Although she
strove to hide It and to appear Indiffer-
ent, it was plain to them that Rosa-
mund | was much afral®. Again and
agtin Sinan presented to her cholce
morsels of food. All the while also be
devoured her with his flerce eyes,

Wine, perfumed and spiced, was
braught In golden cups, of which, hav-
fng drunk, he offered to Rosamund.
But she shook her head and asked Ma-
souda for water, saying that she touch-
ed nothing stronger, and it was given
her cooled with snow., The brethren
asked for water also, whereupon Sinan
looked at them suspiciously and de-
manded the reason. Godwin replied
through Masouda that they wore under
an oath to touck no wine til} they re-
turned to thelr own country, having
fulfilled their misslon. )

Now the wine that be had drunk took
hold of Sinan, and he began to talk,
who, without it, was so silent,

He rose and cried with a loud volce:

* wugervants of Al-je-bal, pledge, I com-
mand you, this flower of flowers, the
highborn Princess of Baalbec, the nlece
of the sultan, Salah-ed-din, whom
men call the Great,” and he sneered,
: h he be not #o great as I, this
of m ho soon"— Then,
ﬁn‘nﬁ i’o' drank off his wine
and with a low bow presented the
empty jeweled cup to Rosamund,

“Queen! Queen!” shouted all the com-
pany. “Queen of our master and of us
alll”

Sinan heard and smiled, Then, mo-
tioning for silence, he took the hand of
Rosamund, kissed It, and, turning,

from the hall preceded by his
singing women and surrounded by the
dais and guards,

Godwin and Wulf stepped forward to
speak with Rosamond, but Masouda

|

| interposed herselt between thew, say-

| they clasped something invisible, to

| pany.”

' Iy.

Ing 1o a cold, clear voice:

“It I8 not permitted. Go, knlghts,
and cool your brows In yonder garden, |
where sweet water runs, Your sister |
Is my charge. Fear not, for she Is |
guarded,”

“Come,” sald Godwin to Wulf, “we
had best obey.”

8o together they walked through the
crowd of those feasters that remalned,
for most of them had already loft the
hall, who made way, not without rey-
erence, for the brethren of this new
star of beauty, on to the terrace and
from the terrace Into the gardens.
Under many of the trees and In tents
set about here and there rugs were
spread, and to them came men who
had drunk of the wine of the feast and
cast themselves down to sleep,

“Are they drunk?’ asked Wulf,

“It would seem #0,” answered God-
win.

Yet these men appeared to be mad
rather than drunk, for they walked
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“Pledge, 1 command you, this flower of
flowers,”’
steadlly enough, but with wide set,
dreamy eyes, nor dld they seem to sleep
upon the rugs, but lay there staring at
the sky and muttering with thelr lips,
thelr faces steeped in a strange, unholy
rapture, Sometimes they would rise
and walk a few paces with outstretch-
ed arms till the arms closed as though

which they bent their heads to babble
awhile. Then they walked back to
thelr rugs again, where they remained
silent.

“Step out, brother,” sald Wulf, “for
at the very sight of those rugs I grow
sleepy.”

So they walked on toward the sound
of a waterfall, and, when they came ‘

and

it, drank and bathed thelr faces
heads.

“This 18 better than thelr wine,” sald
Wulf. They reached an open sward
where there were no rugs and no sleep-
ers. “Now,” sald Wulf, halting, “tell
me what does all this mean?"

“Are you deaf and blind?" asked
Godwin. “Cannot you gee that yonder
flend 18 In love with Rosamund wud
means to take her, a8 he well may do?”

Wulf groaned aloud, then answered:

“1 gwear that fiest [ will kill him,
even though we must keep him com-

“Among those ornaments that hung
about the walst of Rosamund I saw a
jeweled knife,”” answered Godwin sad-
“She ean be trusted to use It If
need be, and after that we can be
trusted to do our worst."”

As they spoke they had loitered to-
ward the edge of the glade and, halt-
Ing there, stood silent tlll presently
from under the shadow of a cedar
tree appeared a solitary white robed
woman. It was Masouda,

“Follow me, brothers Peter and
John,” ghe sald In a laughing whisper.
“T have wordi to say to you,” And she
filtted akead of them,

Stlently as a wralth she went, now
appearing In the open spaces, now van-
{shing beneath the dense gloom of ce-
dar boughs, till she reached a naked,
lonely rock which stood almost upon
the edge of #e gulf. Opposite to this
rock was o great mound, such as an-
clent peoples reared over the bodies
of thelr dead, and in the mound, cun-
nipgly hidden by growing sbrubs, a
massive door. Masouda took a key
from her girdle end, bhaving looked
around to see that they were alone,
unlocked it.

“Enter,” she said, pushing them be
fore her,

They obeyed and through the dark-
ness within heard her close the door.

“Now we are safe awhile,” she sald,

with a sigh, “or at least so I think,
But I will lead you to where there ls “
more light.” |

Then, taking each of them by the
hand, she went forward along a
smooth incline till presently they saw
the moonlight and by It dlscovered
that they stood at the mouth of a cave l
which was fringed with bushes. Run-
ning up from the depths of the gulf
below to this opening was a ridge or
shoulder of rock, very steep and nar- |
row. !

“See the only road that leads from
the citadel of Magyaf save that across
the bridge,” sald Masouda. |

"A bad one! answered Wulf, star-
Ing downward,

“Aye, yat horses tralned to rocks ean
follow It. At its foot Is the bottom of
the gulf and a mile or more away to
the left a deep cleft which lends to the

top of the mountain and to freedom.

WIll you not take it now? By tomor-
row's dawu you might be far away.”

“And where would the Lady Rosa-
mund be?" asked Wulf,

“In the harem of the lord Slnan —
that 1s, very soon,” she answered coolly.

“Oh, say It not!" he exclaimed, clasp.
ing her arm, while Godwin leaned back
agalnst the wall of the cave.

“Why should I hide the truth? Have
you no eyes to see that he Is ennm-
ored of her lovellness, llke others?
Listen! A while ago my master, Sinan,
chanced to lose his queen—-how, we
need not ask, but it 1s sald that she
wearled him. Now, as he must by law,
he mourns for her a month, from full
moon to full moon. But on the day aft-
er the full moon —that s, the third
morning from now-he may wed again,
and 1 think there will be a marriage.
Till then, however, your slster |s safe,”

“Therefore,” sald Godwin, “within
that time she must either escape or
dle.”

“There 18 a third way," answered Ma-
souda, shrugging her shoulders. ‘'‘She
might stay and become the wife of Si-

Funan,"

Wulf muttered something between
his teeth, then stepped toward her
threateningly, saying:

“Rescue her or’'— :

“Stand back, Pllgrim John,” she sald,
with a laugh. “If I rescue her—which
indeed would be hard—it will not be
for fear of your great sword.”

“What, then, will avall, Masouda?’
asked Godwin In a sad volce, "“To
promlse you money would be useless
even If we could.”

“1 am glad that you spared me that
Insult,” she replied, with flashing eyes,
“for then there had been an end. Now,
hear me and forget no word, At pres-
ent you are in favor with Binan, who
belleves you to be the brothers of the
lndy Rosamund, not her lovers, but
from the moment he hears the truth
your doom s sealed. Now, what the
Frank Lozelle knows, that the Al-je-bal
may know at any time—and will know
if these ghould meet.

“Meanwhile you are free, so tomor-
row while you ride about the garden,
as you will do, take note of the tall
rock that stands without and how to
reach it from any point, even in the
dark., Tomerrow also, when the moon
fs 4p, they will lead you to the narrow
bridge to ride your horses to and fro
there that they may learn not to fear
it in the light, When you have stabled
them go into the gurdens and come
hither unobserved, as the place belng
go far away you can do. The guards
will let you pass, thinking only that
you desire to drink & cup of wine with
gome falr friend, as i tha custom of
our guests. Enter this cave--here Is
the key"—and she handed it to Wulf—
“and If I be not there awalt me. Then
I.will tell you my plan, if I have any,
but until then I must scheme and think.
Now it grows late—go."

“And you, Masouda,” said Godwin
doubtfully. “How will you escape thls
place?”

“By a road you do not know of, for
I am mistress of the secrets of this
eity. S8till, I thank you for your
thought of me. Go, I say, and lock the
door behind you."

Next morning when the brothers hat
breakfasted they loitered awhile, hop-
ing to win speech with Rosamund or
sight of her or at the least that Masou-
da would come to them, but they saw
no Rosamund, and no Masouda came,
At length an officer appeared and
beckoned to them to follow him. So
they followed and were led through
the halls and passages to the terrace
of justice, where Sinan, clad in his
black robe, sat as before beneath n
canopy in the midst of the sunlit
marble floor. There, too, beside lim,
also benenuth the canopy and gorgeous
ly appareled, sat Rosamumd, Wulf
sald in a loud volce in English:

“pell us, Rosamund, Is it well with
you?' Lifting her pale face, she smil-
ed and nodded,

(To be Continued)

The Yellow Fever Germ
Has recently been discovered, It hears
a close resemblance to the malaria germ,
To free the system from discase germs,
the most effective remedy is Dr. King's
New Life Pills, Guaranteed to cure all
diseases due to malaria poison and con
stipation. 25¢ at Ed- Greene's Drug

Therearemare 1 o Cnil Proct=raeer Uinghe

Benten than 6f hee g

Boount of thadr sty ., Wt V

MeCniV'a Mnraz'=n"

mote snlia rimes 1 G vore
ear's gyt a0t woygapiats

‘umb r, Y vapte )

] N
'

s en

o' bae

o Veoes
J by Somnpta
-

L)
l.&o‘ beave  Ouwaed

Uptied



